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The Island of Bonaire Introduces Nature Fee

Long known as a leader in sustainable use of its natural resources, the tiny Island of Bonaire in the Dutch Caribbean is once again taking the lead in management of it’s nature and environment.  STINAPA Bonaire, the non-Governmental organization charged by the Island Government to manage the natural resources of the island such as the Bonaire National Marine Park, Washington-Slagbaai National Park, Klein Bonaire, Lac Bay and the cave system at Hato, has been undergoing a 3 year modernization and upgrading of its institutional structure and in order to complete this and fulfill its mission statement, has proposed to the Island government the introduction of a Nature Fee. 

For the past 10 years, scuba divers have been charged a $10.00 per year fee in order to dive the pristine reefs of Bonaire…voted for the 3rd year in a row as the Number 1 Dive Destination in the Caribbean.  The funds collected from this fee have been used solely for the management of the Bonaire National Marine Park to include activities such as research, monitoring, law enforcement and education.  In recognition of the success the Bonaire National Marine Park has achieved, it was selected as a Model Marine Protected Area by the United Nations Environmental Program.

Washington Slagbaai National Park recently celebrated its 35th Anniversary as the 1st Nature Sanctuary in the Dutch Caribbean.  Consisting of over 13,500 acres (roughly 20% of the total island land mass), the park has also gone through an upgrading at the entrance to include a new museum, welcome center, covered refreshment patio and more.  The park has been supported in the past through an entrance fee of $10.00 plus donations and grants from very generous organizations throughout its history.  The historical buildings at Slagbaai were recently repaired and remodeled to the tune of over 1 million Dutch Guilders thanks to the generosity of the government of The Netherlands and are now open once again for the use and enjoyment of visitors to the park.  

However, in order to continue to improve the services offered by STINAPA Bonaire and the areas it oversees as well as conserving these precious resources for the benefit of current and future generations, self-sustainability is a must.  Therefore a more broad-based funding and revenue generation mechanism needed to be implemented.  After much discussion with all stakeholders, the government and many others connected with nature conservation, a change in the Marine Park Fee and Washington Park entrance fee needed to be established.  Hence the new Nature Fee of Bonaire.  

Beginning April 1st, 2005, all scuba divers entering the Bonaire National Marine Park will pay a Nature Fee of $25.00 per year.  They will continue to receive the coveted BNMP Tag to wear proudly on their equipment to show they care about protecting our coral reefs.  In addition, all others who enter the Bonaire National Marine Park such as snorkeler’s, windsurfers, sport fishermen, kite boarders, water skiers, surfers, etc., will be charged a Nature Fee of $10.00 per year.  They will also receive a specially designed tag similar to the current BNMP Tag indicating their caring for nature.

In addition to being allowed to enjoy their individual activities in the Marine Park, all persons who purchase either the Diver Nature Fee or the Other User Nature Fee Tag and show their tag along with their printed receipt will also receive admission to the Washington-Slagbaai National Park at NO ADDITIONAL COST during the year the tag is valid.

The new Nature Fee Tags will be available for purchase beginning April 1, 2005 at not only dive operations as has been the practice in the past, but will also be available for purchase from windsurf operations, sport fishing charter boats, sail/snorkel/water taxi operations, hotels and resorts, marinas and other water sports operations on the island.

On behalf of the entire population of Bonaire, STINAPA Bonaire would like to thank the many thousands of visitors who care about our natural resources and have shown their willingness to contribute to the professional management of those resources by purchasing tags in the past.  We hope that you will continue to visit Bonaire and help us protect our fragile resources so that not only you will be able to continue to enjoy them, but so that future generations will also be able to enjoy them and come to know why Bonaire is known not only as a “Divers Paradise”, but also as a “Nature Paradise”.  

For more information, please contact STINAPA Bonaire headquarters at info@stinapa.org or check our web site at www.stinapa.org .  You may also phone us at +599-717-8444 Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  or write us at STINAPA Bonaire – P.O. Box 368 – Kralendijk, Bonaire – Netherlands Antilles.
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